
 

PRESS NOTE 

WEBUILD AND NGE CELEBRATE 

 FIRST BREAKTHROUGH BY TBM “MIREILLE” ON 

 LINE 16 OF GRAND PARIS EXPRESS 

 

GROUP HELPING BUILD 

 EUROPE’S MOST AMBITIOUS MOBILITY PROJECT 

 

MILAN, March 29, 2022 – Italy’s Webuild and French partner NGE celebrated today the first 

breakthrough of tunnel-boring machine (TBM) “Mireille” at the future Clichy-Montfermeil station of 

metro line 16 under construction in northern Paris as part of the Grand Paris Express, the most 

ambitious sustainable mobility project in Europe. 

After boring 2.2 kilometres from the Bel-Air site in Chelles at the southern end of Lot 2 - the section of 

the line under development by Webuild and NGE – Mireille arrived at the station to the applause of 

the mayors of Clichy-sous-Bois and Montfermeil, representatives of the client, Société du Grand Paris. 

It marked an important milestone for the project, which Webuild and NGE shared with the residents 

of Clichy-sous-Bois via a giant TV screen near the site. Construction Manager Guglielmina Fontana 

followed the breakthrough in the company of 50 women who work at the site.  

Mireille will soon renew its journey for another 3.1 kilometres, crossing the municipalities of Livry-

Gargan and Sevran to reach the Mare au Chanvre site at Sevran where it will meet “Houda”, the TBM 

that is excavating from the northern end of Lot 2. 

As part of the Grand Paris Express, Webuild and NGE are developing 11 kilometres of tunnels for Line 

16 along with four stations between Aulnay-sous-Bois and Chelles. They have already completed 

another project together: Lot 4 of Line 14 South that stretches 4.1 kilometres to Orly Airport in the 

south of Paris. Together, Lot 2 of Line 16 and Lot 4 of Line 14 South will contribute to reducing up to 

385,000 cars a day from the streets of Paris, thereby avoiding up to 81,000 tonnes of CO2 emissions 

every year. Paris aims to become carbon neutral by 2050.   

Line 16 will serve the Paris department of Seine-Saint-Denis, transporting an estimated 200,000 

passengers every day. The other three stations to dot the line include Aulnay, Sevran-Beaudottes and 

Sevran-Livry. 

The Grand Paris Express will extend the French capital’s metro and light rail network by 200 

kilometres with 68 stations to improve connections between the centre and the periphery. It is set to 

improve the local economy, create jobs, promote sustainable mobility and reduce vehicle traffic and 

air pollution. 

With a combined track record of more than 13,600 kilometres of rail and metro lines over the span of 

more than a century, Webuild is a major contributor to the development of urban and extra-urban 

mobility, supporting efforts to reduce traffic and pollution by offering safe, efficient and 

environmentally friendly public transport services.  

With a portfolio of more than 20 references on the Paris transport network, including three major 
underground projects on lines 11, 14 and 15, NGE, via its railway subsidiary TSO, will lead the 
construction of railway equipment on line 16 thus confirming its multi-disciplinary expertise in 
delivering sustainable mobility projects. 
 



 

*** 
 
Webuild, the new group born in 2020 from Salini Impregilo, is a leading global player in the construction of large, complex 

projects for sustainable mobility, clean hydro energy, clean water, green buildings, supporting clients in achieving sustainable 

development goals (SDGs). The Group is the expression of 115 years of engineering experience applied in 50 countries on five 

continents with 70,000 direct and indirect employees from more than 100 nationalities. Recognized for five years by 

Engineering News-Record (ENR) as the world leader in water infrastructure (such as dams, hydraulic tunnels, water and 

wastewater management, and water treatment and desalination plants), it ranks since 2018 among the top 10 in the 

environment sector and it is also leader in sustainable mobility (especially metro and rail lines, in addition to roads and 

bridges). A signatory of the United Nations Global Compact, the Group’s expertise is displayed in projects such as the M4 

metro line in Milan, Grand Paris Express, Cityringen in Copenhagen, Sydney Metro Northwest, Red Line North Underground in 

Doha, Line 3 of the Riyadh Metro and the high-speed railways in Italy. Other projects include the new Genoa Bridge and the 

new Gerald Desmond Bridge in Long Beach, California, the expansion of the Panama Canal, the Snowy 2.0 hydroelectric power 

station in Australia, the Rogun hydroelectric dam in Tajikistan, the Anacostia River and Northeast Boundary tunnels in 

Washington, D.C. and the Al Bayt 2022 World Cup stadium in Qatar. At the end of 2021, new orders totalled €45.4 billion. 

Some 92% of the backlog for construction orders involves projects tied to the sustainable development goals of the United 

Nations (SDGs). Webuild, subject to direction and coordination by Salini Costruttori S.p.A., is headquartered in Italy and is 

listed on the Milan Stock Exchange (Borsa Italiana: WBD; Reuters: WBD.MI; Bloomberg: WBD:IM) 

 

More information at www.webuildgroup.com 

 

Contacts: 
 
Media Relations  
Gilles Castonguay  
Tel. +39 342 682 6321        
email: gr.castonguay@webuildgroup.com 
 
Media Relations (Italy)  
Carmen Cecchini  
Tel. +39 346 3019009   
email: c.cecchini@webuildgroup.com  
 

*** 

NGE teams design, build and renew infrastructures and buildings to the benefit of the regions. Thanks to their 
expertise and ability to work together, the Group’s 15,000 employees are addressing and anticipating changes in 
their businesses with confidence by being close to their clients. With a turnover of €2.5 billion, NGE is an independent 
French company, which develops its activities in the construction industry and is involved in the construction of major 
infrastructure, and urban or local projects, in 17 countries worldwide. 

Media contact:  

Eloi Fouquoire 

Tel . +33 (0) 6 76 77 11 56 

email: eloi.fouquoire@gmail.com 

More information at www.nge.fr/en/ 
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